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ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-00 SCSE-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 

INRE-00 OC-06 CCO-00 CAB-09 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 

INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 FAA-00 PA-04 PRS-01 SPC-03 

USPS-02 DRC-01 /074W 

016687 

0 031802Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5187 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MADRID IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS PARIS 30942 

BRUSSELS ALSO EOR EAA 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, FR 

SUBJECT: CIVAIR: FIRE AT ORLY AIR TERMINAL 

1 . EIRE BROKE OUT AT MAIN TERMINAL ( ORLY-SUD) AT ORLY AIRPORT 
MID-AFTERNOON DEC. 3, REQUIRING COMPLETE EVACUATION OE TERMINAL 
BUILDING AND SUSPENSION OF ALL FLIGHT HANDLING. FIRE OCCURRED 

IN ONE OF THE TWO ELECTRICAL SUB-STATIONS IN THE BASEMENT OE THE 
TERMINAL, AND THICK BLACK SMOKE WAS QUICKLY EANNED THROUGHOUT 
ENTIRE BUILDING. IN EARLY EVENING PRESS REPORTED BOOKSTORE 
AT END OE MAIN LOBBY WAS IN FLAMES. 

2. ELIGHTS THAT WERE NOT CANCELLED APPARENTLY MOVED TO ORLY-OUEST 
TERMINAL. AIR FRANCE IS MOVING ALL ITS OPERATIONS TO ORLY-OUEST 
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BEGINNING THIS EVENING. 
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3. PANAM FLIGHTS WERE NOT AEEECTED SINCE THEY HAD DEPARTED 
PRIOR OUTBREAK OE EIRE. HOWEVER, PANAM INFORMS US THEY TOO EXPECT 
TO BE OPERATING EROM ORLY-OUEST BEGINNING DEC. 4 UNTIL ORLY-SUD 
CAN BE PLACED BACK IN SERVICE. 

4. ORLY-OUEST TERMINAL EACILITIES ARE LIKELY TO BE SEVERELY 
STRAINED DUE NEED ALSO NOW HANDLE THOSE FLIGHTS NORMALLY USING 
ORLY-SUD TERMINAL. AS A CONSEQUENCE, TRAVELERS ARRIVING 

OR TRANSITING ORLY ARE WARNED TO EXPECT SOME CONGESTION AND DELAY 
UNTIL SUCH TIME AS ORLY-SUD TERMINAL IS BACK IN OPERATION.IRWIN 
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